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Q&A with Brotherhood Initiative founder 
The Brotherhood Initiative is a project focusing on UW undergraduate men of color, 

providing resources, mentorship, and experiential learning opportunities with the goal 

of increasing retention and engagement. We spoke with founding director Joe Lott, an 

associate professor in the College of Education, about race, entrepreneurship, and the 

Brotherhood Initiative’s partnership with CoMotion Labs’ new social impact incubator. 

Read the Q&A 

CoMotion-supported researchers and startups have received significant media 

coverage since our last issue, most recently in the KOMO-TV documentary How Seattle 

Changed the World . The one-hour broadcast highlighted UW, CoMotion, and CoMotion 

Labs as key players in Seattle's innovation ecosystem. UW Vice Provost for Innovation 

and CoMotion Director François Baneyx was featured along with UW spinoffs Parse 

Biosciences and Anavasi Diagnostics. 

GeekWire and other publications ran several stories on topics ranging from Zap 

Energy’s role in Seattle’s fusion energy industry to Somalytics and its eye-tracking sleep 

mask. Seattle Met profiled Nora Disis, director of UW Medicine's Cancer Vaccine 

Institute. And UW startups Membrion, Myosana Therapeutics, and Abacus Bioscience 

have all reported major fundraising. 

BROWSE COMOTION IN THE NEWS 

Startup Spotlight 

Women entrepreneurs join forces to support caregivers 

UW Tacoma nursing faculty member Weichao Yuwen is working on an app that uses 

conversational AI to connect caregivers with providers, resources, and real-time chat 

assistance. The CoMotion Innovation Gap Fund awardee recently hired Corey Fagan, 

clinic director at UW’s Psychological Services and Training Center and founder of UW 

spinoff Owl, for help with customer discovery and general mentorship. Read about 

how these faculty entrepreneurs are bringing their startup to the next level. 

Read the story 

Funding Opportunities 

Apply now for the Spring 2023 funding cycle 

The CoMotion Innovation Gap Fund provides over $1 million per year in grants of up to 

$50,000 per project team to help University of Washington innovations transition from 

academic research grants to attracting seed-stage private investment. This 

opportunity is open to faculty and postdoctoral fellows, graduate students, and 

undergraduate students who are at the pre-company or licensing stage. Students and 

postdocs must identify a faculty fiscal sponsor. The spring cycle of the Innovation Gap 

Fund also includes a funding track focused on population health. 

The deadline to file a declaration of intent is March 6 at 5 p.m. 

learn more 

Calling all fintech startups 

BECU and CoMotion last month announced the latest round of the annual BECU 

FinTech Incubator Competition, an effort to support fintech startups and grow the 

regional fintech ecosystem. The not-for-profit credit union is interested in 

fintech solutions that have the potential to support members’ financial health, improve 

BECU’s data capture and analysis, and make back-office processes more efficient. 

Solutions could involve payments and settlements, digital lending, open banking, and 

more. Any startup with a relevant solution is encouraged to apply. 

learn more & apply 

CoMotion Events 

The Fundamentals for Startups lecture series is open to anyone interested in learning 

about entrepreneurship and building a startup. From raising capital to scaling to exit 

strategies, these presentations feature experienced entrepreneurs, investors, and 

industry experts who share startup-related experiences and insights. 

Our winter series continues online February 17 with Snowball Industries chairman 

Deven Soni talking about how early-stage startups can attract first users without a VC- 

backed marketing budget. Rounding out the series are Pack Ventures founder Ken 

Horenstein ; Madhu Singh , chief legal officer at Foundry Law Group; and Sumit 

Chauhan , corporate VP of the Office product group at Microsoft. 

learn more and register 

Partner Events & Opportunities 

The much-anticipated and hotly contested GeekWire Awards celebrate the top 

innovators, entrepreneurs, and technology leaders in the Pacific Northwest. Hosted 

live from the Showbox SoDo in Seattle, the event includes a seated dinner, 

entertainment, fun surprises, and award presentations spanning more than a dozen 

categories. A limited number of half-table and full-table sponsorships are available; 

contact GeekWire for inquiries. 

submit nominations 

Life Science Innovation Northwest 2023 
April 25–26 | Seattle 

Life Science Innovation Northwest is the Pacific 

Northwest’s largest annual life science conference. 

This day-and-a-half-long event will bring together 

investors, public and private life science 

organizations, research institutions, scientists, 

entrepreneurs, and members of the global health 

community to discuss some of the most compelling 

life science breakthroughs of our time. 

learn more & register 

NSIN SynGen Challenge 
Deadline March 1 

The National Security Innovation Network, in 

partnership with the National Geospatial-Intelligence 

Agency, Defense Intelligence Agency, and Defense 

Innovation Unit, is running a challenge to 

identify solutions to support the generation of 

synthetic training data for computer vision 

algorithms. White paper submissions will be 

evaluated by a team of subject matter experts and 

finalists will be selected to participate in a pitch 

event. The top-performing company wins $75,000. 

learn more & apply 

Meet a CoMotion Team Member 

Sallyann Price joined CoMotion in October as a writer and content creator supporting 

CoMotion's marketing and communications team. She recently moved to Washington 

after 14 years in Chicago, where she worked as a writer and editor at Rotary 

International, the American Library Association, and a strategic communications firm. 

She's already loving UW's vibrant community spirit and the natural beauty of her new 

surroundings. Originally from Detroit, she graduated from Loyola University Chicago in 

2012 with a bachelor's in English and international studies and now lives in Seattle with 

her partner and dog. Connect with her on LinkedIn . 

About CoMotion 

CoMotion's mission is to partner with the UW community on their innovation journey, providing tools, 

connections, and acumen to transform ideas into economic and societal impact. 

Join the Journey 
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