
A newsletter for the UW community and beyond engaged in 

innovation, entrepreneurship, and commercialization 

At CoMotion, we are proud to support innovators and their inventions that contribute 

to a healthier planet. Learn about some who have been in the news recently below. 

Top News 

UW licensed CoMotion Labs UW innovators 

technology used in member Ultropia on improve efficiency and 

innovative air purifier winning streak safety of lithium-ion 

batteries 

Agentis Air recently Ultropia's two-in-one 

launched Brio , a portable washer and dryer cleans, Check out BattGenie's new 

air purifier for homes and sanitizes, and dries clothes video demonstrating how 

offices that removes the faster and more efficiently their proprietary battery 

COVID-19 virus and other than ever. Read about control technology can 

damaging fine and Ultropia's recent double battery life and 

ultrafine particles. successes. reduce charging time. 

Learn more READ MORE WATCH VIDEO 

For more news, visit our News page . 

Feature Stories 

Innovative solutions for clean water and abundant power 

UW spinoff Membrion creates environmentally friendly, high-performance exchange 

membranes from silica gel that “move what you want and stop what you don’t.” These 

low-cost molecular filters contribute to solving some of the world’s most challenging 

problems such as access to clean water, global electrification, and human health. 

Learn more about Greg Newbloom's innovation journey in this interview with UW Vice 

Provost for Innovation and CoMotion Director François Baneyx. 

READ MORE 

Planning for ultra-high-speed rail project 

As planning work begins on an Ultra-High-Speed-Rail project in the Cascadia region, 

the UW Mobility Innovation Center introduced a new project that will examine the 

successes and lessons learned from other high-speed rail projects, both in the United 

States and internationally. Faculty leadership includes Jan Whittington and Qing Shen 

from the Department of Urban Design and Planning . 

read more 

Funding Opportunity 

Applications open for Summer I-Corps Customer Discovery 
training 

The Innovation Corps (I-Corps™) program, funded by the National Science Foundation, 

aims to accelerate academic research projects that are ready to move toward 

commercialization. Through training and mentorship, program participants learn 

about the commercialization process and test the value of their business idea by 

talking to potential customers. 

Those who do well in the program may apply for up to $2,500 of funding to continue 

testing their business hypotheses via customer discovery. This program is excellent 

preparation for anyone who wants to participate in business plan competitions, seek 

gap funding, or apply for further federal funding (I-Corps Teams grant, SBIR/STTR 

grants, etc.). While the program is open to all, funding eligibility is limited to teams with 

at least one UW team member. 

See the winners from the Winter 2022 I-Corps program on our website . 

The program begins June 14, 2022, with final pitches July 25 - 28, 2022. 

Application deadline: Monday, May 30, 2022 . 

APPLY NOW 

CoMotion Events 

Our spring series continues 

Fundamentals for Startups – Hardware continues on Fridays at noon 

via YouTube through May 6th. We've gathered experts to speak about a variety of 

hardware-related topics to help you navigate the exciting, complex, and sometimes 

daunting startup journey. Join us for this popular lecture series open to anyone 

interested in learning about entrepreneurship and building a hardware startup. RSVP 

for any of the upcoming speakers below. 

4/22 | Jennifer Eby, President/CEO and Relationship Manager of MaRCTech2, Inc. and Walter 

Tobin, CEO of the Electronics Representatives Association 

4/29 | Aren Kaser, CEO and Co-Founder of Igor Institute 

5/06 | Jim Brisimitzis, Founder & General Partner at 5G Open Innovation Lab 

learn more and register 

Partner Opportunities & Events 

Reflections on the future of the technology industry 

You are invited to join us for a virtual talk by Merrie Williamson , corporate vice 

president of Azure Infrastructure , on Tuesday, April 26, from 5:00-5:45 p.m. Learn 

about new advancements in the cloud and tech industries, and what the next 

generation of innovators will contribute. Register below . 

REGISTER 

UW spinoffs in multiple categories 

Hosted live from the Showbox SoDo in Seattle, the event celebrates the top 

innovators, entrepreneurs, and technology leaders in the Pacific Northwest. On May 

12, 2022, this year's ceremony marks GeekWire's return to in-person events — with a 

seated dinner, entertainment, fun surprises, and coveted awards handed out in more 

than a dozen categories. CoMotion-supported startups are among the finalists 

including A-Alpha Bio , Parse Biosciences , OctoML and Karat , as well as the UW Institute 

of Protein Design . Cast your votes by end of day today, April 22nd, and register 

below to attend in-person or via live stream. 

REGISTER 

Buerk Center Dempsey Startup Competition 

Want to see the final round of the 2022 Dempsey 

Startup Competition? The Buerk Center for 

Entrepreneurship will post a registration link for 

students, staff, faculty, and the community to attend 

the presentations and judging of the final four teams 

at 1:00 pm on Thursday, May 26. This is a great 

opportunity to see early-stage student startups 

present and engage with a judging panel of 

accomplished entrepreneurs, investors, and industry 

experts. A grand prize of $25,000 is on the line! 

Learn more 

National Security Innovation Network 

Opportunity for early-stage ventures - 

NSIN Propel 

NSIN Propel enables the development of next- 

generation applications of emerging dual-use 

technology for government and defense. This 

opportunity is for early-stage ventures working 

in smart cities/urban tech, mobility, industrial 

automation & manufacturing, logistics & supply chain 

management, and space, who are looking to expand 

into the federal market. Benefits include working with 

Newlab, Decisive Point, and the Air Force Research 

Laboratory to scale your product and business in-line 

with established federal procurement opportunities, 

bespoke defense curriculum, and resources that 

support pilot development and prototyping. 

Application deadline: May 3 

learn more & apply 

Third annual Husky Hackathon - May 13 - 15, 

Paccar Hall 

The Foster School of Business Technology Club is 

again hosting the Husky Hackathon, which is open to 

all students. This year's theme is Green Logistics. 

Participating teams will experience the entire life 

cycle of building a product. Leaders and mentors 

from top technology companies in Seattle will be 

available to engage and support teams, and a group 

of leading VC’s will ultimately judge the final 

presentations. A top prize of $5K will be awarded. 

Registration closes May 4, 11:59 p.m. 

register 

Meet a CoMotion Team Member 

We are pleased to welcome Karla Maynard , who recently joined the CoMotion 

finance team as an invoice specialist. Previously, Karla worked at Sherwin Williams as a 

district financial specialist, where she managed 40 commercial credit accounts 

including the University of Washington. Karla is a graduate of Florida A&M University, 

and shares: "CoMotion is an amazing place to work! Every day, I am encouraged to be 

my authentic self. And in doing so, I feel respected, accepted, and valued as an 

employee." Find Karla on LinkedIn . 

About CoMotion 

CoMotion's mission is to partner with the UW community on their innovation journey, providing tools, 

connections, and acumen to transform ideas into economic and societal impact. 

Join the Journey 
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