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Somalytics sensors will improve human experience in a 

number of sectors 

Nanotechnology startup Somalytics is focused on developing and mass-producing a 

first-of-its-kind miniature, flexible, paper carbon nanotube capacitive sensor. Highly 

sensitive to electrical signals from the human body, the sensors allow for the detection 

of a person from unprecedented distances. Somalytics’ technology will enable new 

consumer and industrial applications through its skin, eye, and gesture recognition 

capabilities. These advances will change the world by improving the human experience 

through innovations in consumer electronics, the Internet of Things, transportation, 

and health and wellness. 

read more 

Top News 

Maximizing machine learning 

Machine learning startup OctoML recently raised $85 million in Series C funding, 

bringing the company’s total amount raised to $132 million. CEO Luis Ceze, a UW 

computer science professor, says the financing will enable OctoML to expand its lead 

machine learning deployment platform and build and expand its partnerships in 

support of its vision to make ML accessible to developers, anywhere and on any 

device--in order to drive diversity in innovation. 

read more 

UW spinoff receives $14.9M from the NIH for their rapid 
COVID-19 testing system 

CoMotion Labs' member Anavasi Diagnostics, a spinoff from the Lutz Lab in UW's 

department of bioengineering, has been awarded $14.9M from the National Institutes 

of Health to advance the commercialization of their rapid COVID-19 test, which is 

currently undergoing clinical trials. According to CEO Nelson Patterson, Anavasi's 

device is an innovative molecular diagnostics platform that delivers highly accurate 

test results in about 30 minutes at a fraction of the cost of today's most accurate 

testing options. 

read more 

For more headlines and top news stories, visit our news page . 

Feature Stories 

Seven winners of the fall 2021 cycle receive $50K each to 
continue their innovation projects 

The CoMotion Innovation Gap Fund has been helping UW research teams for more 

than a decade. Our mission is to fund and support projects with a high chance of 

making an impact but are unlikely to get there without gap funding. It helps 

technologies transition between the conclusion of academic research grants and 

achieving the level of development where they can attract seed-stage private 

investment. This fall, seven teams competing in life sciences and engineering received 

a full $50,000 award and two teams a $10,000 customer discovery support award. 

Learn more about them and the vital work they are doing. 

learn more 

Close up: Meet UW spinoffs Membrion, AltPep and 
Icosavax 

Every UW innovator has a story to tell about their commercialization journey--their 

inspiration, hurdles, and desire to make an impact. Learn more about these 

three entrepreneurs and their innovation journeys through conversations they each 

had with CoMotion director and UW vice provost for innovation, François Baneyx. 

read more 

Department of Defense-funded Mission Acceleration 
Center creating PNW innovation network 

The Mission Acceleration Center (MAC), which celebrated its official opening in late 

October, seeks to create an interconnected and collaborative innovation network of 

Pacific Northwest entrepreneurs, venture capitalists, academics, and local and federal 

partners in support of the DoD and, eventually, the wider federal government. It will 

enable UW spinoffs and researchers to more deeply engage and work with the federal 

government. The MAC program was launched by Impact Washington and the Pacific 

Northwest Defense Coalition. 

read more 

CoMotion-supported researchers' accolades 

Dr. Colin Pritchard , a professor of laboratory medicine and pathology at UW 

School of Medicine and leader in molecular diagnostics for cancer, recently 

received the Catalyst for Precision Medicine Award from Scientific American. The 

honor includes a $50,000 donation, which Pritchard has directed to UW 

Medicine for students focused on cancer diagnostics. LEARN MORE 

Olis Robotics , co-founded by Dr. Howard Chizeck, professor of electrical & 

computer engineering and adjunct professor of bioengineering, received UR+ 

certification for operation of universal robots through web browsers. LEARN 

MORE 

Parse Biosciences (formerly Split Biosciences) launched a new product 

at the annual American Society of Human Genetics (ASHG) meeting. It allows any 

researcher with a single cell suspension, and access to DNA sequencing, to do 

single cell RNA-sequencing (scRNA-seq) on up to one million cells. The company 

was founded by Alex Rosenberg, PhD, and Charlie Roco, PhD, former graduate 

students in Georg Seelig's lab at the UW Department of electrical & computer 

engineering. LEARN MORE 

UW spinoff Phase Genomics , launched the beta version of its new platform for 

next generation cytogenomic applications in the reproductive genetics and 

oncology spaces. Phase Genomics was co-founded by CEO Ivan Liachko, a 

former UW genome sciences postdoc and Foster School of Business graduate, 

and CTO Shawn Sullivan. LEARN MORE 

CoMotion Events 

For anyone interested in startup creation 

CoMotion Labs' Fundamentals for Startups series will resume in January with another 

compelling group of experts. It occurs Fridays over lunch during the school year and 

features experienced entrepreneurs, investors, and industry experts who help close 

the gap in startup knowledge. It is open to the general public and streamed via our 

YouTube channel . Sign up below to get notified about the dates and topics for the next 

series. 

sign up to get notified 

CoMotion Innovation Training 

Register now for the Winter 2022 
I-Corps Customer Discovery Program 

Deadline: December 5, 2021 

This training and mentorship program teaches entrepreneurs to test the value of their 

idea by engaging with prospective customers. It also benefits anyone who may want to 

participate in business plan competitions, seek gap funding, or apply for federal 

funding. 

register 

Partner Events & Opportunities 

Activate - Fellowships for Entrepreneurial 

Scientists and Engineers 

Deadline, November 30, 2021, 5:00 PM PT 

Activate empowers scientists to reinvent the world by 

bringing their research to market. The two-year 

Activate Fellowship provides the most promising 

science entrepreneurs the funding, technical support, 

networking, community, and time they need at the 

outset of their entrepreneurial journey. And Activate 

does not take a stake in their startups. Watch this 

2-min video to learn more and get information 

on how to apply by clicking the link below. 

apply 

SEBA - Science & Technology Showcase 

Application deadline: December 3, 2021 

Tuesday, January 25, 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM 

The Hub, North Ballroom, UW Seattle Campus 

Are you a student at the University of Washington? 

Do you have an idea or technology with commercial 

potential? Do you want to win monetary prizes for 

your ground-breaking innovations and get a running 

start on the HIC, EIC, and Dempsey Startup 

Competitions? Participate in the 2022 Science & 

Technology Showcase (STS)! It gives students the 

opportunity to present their innovations to an 

audience of fellow scientists and engineers as well as 

a panel of judges, that includes prominent 

entrepreneurs and investors from the Seattle 

business community. Applications are due Friday, 

December 3rd, 2021 by 11:59 p.m. PST. 

register 

EARTHLAB - 2021 Innovation Grants Request for 

Proposals (RFP) 

Letter of Intent due: Thursday, January 27, 5:00 PM PT 

The EarthLab Innovation Grants Program is seeking 

proposals for research at the intersection of climate 

change and social justice that will generate equitable 

and actionable science and knowledge (i.e., science 

that is usable and used). Click below to learn 

more and submit your Letter of Intent. 

APPLY 

Meet a CoMotion Mentor 

Marty Levine is a business development and communications professional with 

more than 40 years of international experience in partnerships and alliances, 

technology and media licensing, strategic communications, and analysis. As a 

CoMotion mentor, Marty has participated in NSF I-Corp, CoMotion Innovation Gap 

Fund, and CoMotion DubPitch. In his first career, he was an award-winning business 

and technology journalist and industry analyst. Over the past 20 years, Marty has been 

a member of the senior leadership team at multiple digital media and technology 

startups, and a consultant to other startup teams. Marty holds a BA in Journalism from 

Empire College - State University of New York. Amrita Mazumdar, CEO of UW video 

tech spinoff Vignette AI, and featured in this UW researcher spotlight , is among his 

mentees. Learn more about Marty on our website . 

About CoMotion 

CoMotion's mission is to partner with the UW community on their innovation journey, providing tools, 

connections, and acumen to transform ideas into economic and societal impact. 

Join the Journey 
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