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innovation, entrepreneurship, and commercialization 

Entrepreneurs tackle social distancing enforcement, 
tuberculosis screening, and other issues 

A cohort of 40 teams from 11 institutions including the University of Washington 

received training, mentorship, and networking opportunities to help accelerate their 

academic research projects and move them toward commercialization. Winning teams 

were each awarded $2,500 to fund a customer discovery process. 

read more 

Top News 

Small Business awards fuel growth of UW spinoff Tunoptix 

Tunoptix, a Seattle-based optics startup co-founded by UW electrical and computer 

engineering professors Karl Böhringer and Arka Majumdar, received two small 

business awards – a $1,500,000 Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) Phase II 

award from the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) and a Small 

Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Phase I award from NASA – to advance their 

meta-optics imaging system. 

read more 

CoMotion Labs alum Karat raises $110M in Series C and 
reaches valuation of $1.1B 

The latest Seattle tech company to reach a $1 billion valuation, or “unicorn” status, is 

former CoMotion Labs member Karat. The startup helps companies conduct technical 

interviews and screen more candidates while freeing up their own employees from 

interviewing responsibilities. 

read more 

For more headlines and top news stories, visit our news page . 

Feature Stories 

Designing new anti-cancer cell therapies with machine 
learning 

Modulus Therapeutics, who has recently raised a seed round and is growing their 

team, is building a platform that will enable the computational exploration of many 

candidate cell-therapies by combining genetic engineering, machine learning, and 

high-throughput screening. 

read more 

CoMotion-supported researchers win accolades 

UW Drug Interaction Database and its co-founders Rene Levy, Ph.D. and 

Isabelle Ragueneau-Majlessi, M.D. are recipients of the 2022 Gary Neil Prize 

for Innovation in Drug Development from the American Society for Clinical 

Pharmacology & Therapeutics (ASCPT). This award recognizes individuals for 

making significant contributions to the fields of clinical pharmacology and 

translational medicine. Learn more on the ASCPT website . 

CoMotion Events 

Join us on Fridays from 12-1 p.m. for our weekly series 

CoMotion Labs' Fundamentals for Startups series continues this Friday, October 22, 

from 12-1 p.m. via our YouTube channel . Sonya Erikson and Ashley Brown of Cooley 

LLP present the "Top Ten Deal Terms Every Early-Stage Company Should Understand." 

The following week, join us for Tahmina Watson of Watson Immigration Law for 

"Immigration Options for Startups - Current Laws and New Developments." The series 

rounds out on November 5 with Jennifer Olsen of OneDigital presenting "People 

Leadership 101: Fostering a Solid Foundation for Success." 

learn more & register 

CoMotion Innovation Training 

Register now for the Winter 2022 
I-Corps Customer Discovery Program 

Deadline: December 5, 2021 

This training and mentorship program teaches entrepreneurs to test the value of their 

idea by engaging with prospective customers. It benefits anyone who may want to 

participate in business plan competitions, seek gap funding, or apply for federal 

funding. 

register 

Partner Events & Opportunities 

Life Science Washington - Washington State Life 

Science Summit 

Thursday, October 21, 7:30 AM - 10:30 AM (online) 

Join hundreds of leaders in the Washington life 

science industry to celebrate successes, discuss 

current challenges, and learn about coming 

opportunities. The summit kicks off with a fireside 

chat with Joel Marcus, executive chairman and 

founder of Alexandria Real Estate Equities and 

moderator Leslie Alexandre, president and CEO of 

Life Science Washington. This is followed by a panel 

of investors discussing recent trends in life science 

financings and other topics. A single pass to 

attend the summit is $50. Or, purchase a pass to 

allow unlimited guests from your company for 

$500. 

register 

Osage University Partners - "Ask a VC" webinar 

Thursday, November 4, 9:00 AM PT (online) 

Have a burning question on venture capital you need 

answered? Join Osage University Partners for its 

second annual Ask a VC webinar, a session where UW 

faculty, researchers and staff can ask Managing 

Partners Marc Singer and Bill Harrington anything 

and everything as it pertains to venture capital 

operations, decision-making, and the current 

investing environment. After registering, you will 

receive a confirmation email containing 

information about joining the webinar. 

register 

2021 Sacia Digital Health Innovation Workshop 

Thursday, Nov 11, 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM 

Hans Rosling Center (HRC) 155 

Join the Buerk Center for Entrepreneurship for a new 

hands-on workshop focused on innovative digital 

solutions to pressing problems in the healthcare 

system. Students will receive feedback and learn how 

to further develop their solutions into entries for the 

2022 Hollomon Health Innovation Challenge and 

other Buerk Center competitions. Open to UW 

undergraduate and graduate students from all 

programs who are interested in computer 

science, life sciences, healthcare, or 

entrepreneurship. No prior programming 

experience necessary. 

rsvp - UW netid required 

Power Play: Electrifying Operations on the Edge 

October 25 - November 10, 2021 

The National Security Innovation Network 

(NSIN) Hacks program is launching a hackathon to 

develop concepts, technologies, or systems to 

provide, store, or consume energy more efficiently in 

an austere, expeditionary environment. The focus 

areas of this event include: power consumption, 

microgrids and batteries, and autonomous power. 

Teams will compete for awards of up to $15,000. 

Open to students, entrepreneurs, and startups. 

learn more 

Tip of the Month 

Ten Key Elements of a Great Pitch 

Watch the BlueDot Photonics team deliver their winning Spring 2019 CoMotion 

Innovation Gap Fund pitch with commentary from CoMotion Commercialization 

Advisor Ken Myer. 

watch the video 

Meet a CoMotion Team Member 

Erika Frost recently joined the CoMotion marketing and communications team as a 

Marketing Specialist. Erika is passionate about making science accessible and engaging 

for public audiences. She brings to CoMotion a broad range of experience working for 

zoos, aquariums, the City of Everett, and the COASST program in the UW School of 

Aquatic and Fishery Sciences. With a B.S. in Fisheries, Wildlife, and Conservation 

Biology from the University of Minnesota and a certificate in Storytelling and Content 

Strategy from UW Professional & Continuing Education, she is currently pursuing an 

M.S. in Information Design and Strategy from Northwestern University. In her free 

time, she enjoys camping, hiking, kayaking, and scuba diving with her family. Find Erika 

on LinkedIn . 

About CoMotion 

CoMotion's mission is to partner with the UW community on their innovation journey, providing tools, 

connections, and acumen to transform ideas into economic and societal impact. 
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