
CoMotion's mission is to partner with the UW community on their innovation journey, providing tools, 

connections, and acumen to transform ideas into economic and societal impact. 

University of Washington Institute of Protein Design 
spinoff raises funds for vaccine development 

technology 

read more 

Top stories 

UW spinoff Impel Neuropharma raises $80M 
in IPO 

This biotech spinoff from the UW School of 

Pharmacy, which develops treatments for migraines 

and Parkinson’s, is the first Washington state 

company to go public in 2021 via a traditional IPO. 

READ MORE 

UW fusion spinoff - Zap Energy 

The potential advantages of nuclear fusion energy 

are numerous, as it represents a sustainable, 

economic and safe energy source for electricity 

generation. Learn more about how Zap Energy’s 

innovation is paving the way to a commercially 

scalable low-carbon fusion energy future... 

READ MORE 

I-Corps customer discovery cohort winners 
announced 

The most recent I-Corps cohort included 46 

teams totaling 143 people, representing eight PNW 

institutions. The teams cut across a variety of 

industries and issues and produced solutions across 

a wide range of innovation types. 

READ MORE 

See our News page for more stories 

Meet a CoMotion Labs Member - TruMedicines 

TruMedicines, who joined CoMotion Labs hardware incubator last November, 

combines the latest technology in AI and machine learning with simple hardware to 

increase medication adherence and allow independent living for people who are blind, 

low vision, elderly and memory challenged. Their Pill Packet Dispenser is the only 

medical device designed with AI image recognition, voice recognition, and 

conversational avatars. READ MORE. 

NSIN Vehicle Cybersecurity Hackathon winners 

UW researchers from Computer Science & 
Engineering, iSchool and UW Tacoma win big 

National Security Innovation Network's “Mad Hacks: 

Fury Code” virtually challenged more than 500 

registered participants to develop technologies or 

systems to help human-controlled and autonomous 

vehicles operate through cyber-attacks or other 

instances of electronic warfare. Check out the 

winners from the UW in the link below. 

read more 

Funding & competitions 

Innovator Fellowship Application deadline Submit your WRF pre- 

program May 9 proposal 

Cambia Grove has teamed Do you have an idea that This tech commercial- 

up with national leaders in you think has commercial ization pre-proposal, 

health data interoperability potential? If so, offered by the Washington 

for their 2021 Innovator applications are open for Research Foundation, is 

Fellowship. The program the next NSF I-Corps the first step toward being 

cohort will develop, vet and customer discovery considered for a WRF 

standardize a framework program powered by phase 1 Technology 

for measuring the value of CoMotion Innovation Commercialization Grant. 

Fast Healthcare Training in collaboration Its whose purpose is to 

Interoperability Resources with WE-REACH . move technologies towards learn more 

and apply (FHIR) use case the marketplace to create 

implementation. new value and address apply now - 

deadline april 30 public needs. learn more 

and apply 

Events 

Our Spring '21 Fundamentals for Startups series, which stream Fridays at noon via 

our YouTube channel , wraps up on May 7th with Shannon Swift , CEO at Swift HR 

Solutions, Inc . Shannon will share what you can do from the earliest stage of building 

your team to avoid messy HR distractions as you scale, and create an intentional and 

stage-appropriate HR foundation and culture. 

see our events calendar 

Did you miss... 

Our Spring '21 Fundamentals for Startups series 

launched with "Board Directors & Corporate 

Advisors: Why, Who, When, and How," presented by 

Gilad Berenstein, founder of Brook Bay Capital. A 

Board of Directors is a statutory requirement and a 

good set of advisors is a fiduciary requirement but 

knowing who to select, when to formalize, and how 

to compensate and manage, is far from obvious. 

watch the video 

COMOTION "TIP OF THE MONTH" 
------- 

Intellectual Property Guide 

Beginning with this issue, we'll be highlighting a tip or resource we think entrepreneurs 

will find useful. For this month, we chose our handy IP guide which includes definitions 

and an overview of types of IP protections. It also answers questions like: "how are 

proceeds distributed to inventors?" and "do students own their IP?" Check out our 

online IP Guide for more. 

Meet a CoMotion Team Member 

As CoMotion's new associate operations analyst in innovation development, Mai 

Nakamura is looking forward to working with the team supporting UW innovators on 

the journey to create market impact. Mai comes to CoMotion from Fred Hutchinson 

Cancer Research Center where she focused on data analytics and data-driven process 

improvement projects in her role as a data analyst. Prior to working at Fred Hutch, Mai 

worked at other nonprofits in the Seattle area focusing on philanthropy and donor 

stewardship. She is looking forward to streamlining operational procedures at 

CoMotion, and getting to meet everyone in person when we are once again working in 

the office. In her spare time, Mai enjoys taking care of her dog, Mickey, and checking 

out new boba shops. Find Mai on LinkedIn . 

Our Four Focus Areas 

Innovation IP Advising & Funding & Licensing , 

Training Protection Mentoring Startups & 

Incubation 

Join the Journey 
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